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by Mella Barnes

August is American Artist Appreciation 
onth. It’s a time to celebrate, explore, and 

appreciate art that is being created right in 
your hometown. As a musician, I’m going to focus on 
that aspect of art, but you can apply these same tips 
to any type of art you know and love!

So, how can you show support for your local artists? 
There are many ways that vary in time, effort, and 
money, but you don’t have to do them all! hoose 
whatever you feel most comfortable doing and know 
that you’re making a huge difference to that artist and 
their craft.

ATTEND SHO S AND E ENTS The easiest way 
of supporting your local music artists is by checking 
your local venues. ou don’t have to know the artist to 
drop by, and sometimes it’s more fun if you don’t! ook 
through the photos and choose one that looks the most 
interesting, or pick the name you like most. If you’re still 
unsure, close your eyes and point. Whichever one you 
point to is the winner for the evening. 

If this seems like a small thing and you feel like 
you aren’t contributing, please trust me that this is 
a big deal to artists! The more people we have in 
the room, the better, and your presence is valued 
and appreciated. The same goes for an artist with 
a gallery opening. ou might have seen the story in 
the news about the grandma who had an art showing 
and no one came. Thankfully the story had a happy 
ending and she got a lot of attention from it, but this 
happens far more often than people reali e. aving 
people show up validates our efforts and we really 
appreciate every single person who takes the time to 
come out. As a bonus, it’s often free or cheap, so it’s a 
fun night out for next to nothing!

INTERACT ou can just come to the show and 
leave when it’s over, and that alone will be enough. If 
you want to do more, you can talk to the artists after 
the show. ost local artists are more than willing to 
mingle with people after a show, so please introduce 
yourself! Tell them what you liked most or what spoke 
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to you. It is so valuable to us. 
ears ago I dragged myself 

onstage, and I really didn’t 
want to perform. I am a studio 
session singer so performing 
in front of crowds is terrifying 
to me. I was nervous and 
awkward, stumbled through 
my explanation of why I wrote 
the song, sang it while staring 
straight into the back of the 
wall, and slunk back to my seat. 
A man approached me after the 
show and told me his brother 
had just died, and hearing my 
song made him smile for the 
rst time in weeks. I still think 

about that story today, and it 
made such a difference to me. 
It gave me a reason to try again, 
and also made me thankful 
that I gave it a shot. lease 
don’t think your words have no 
meaning to us  I promise you 
they do! 

If interacting in person seems 
daunting, I totally understand. 
I’m an introvert, so the idea of 
approaching someone just to tell 

I wouldn’t know about it. But 
your words do make a huge 
difference and we de nitely 
appreciate them.

BUY MERCHANDISE ost 
local musicians will have a table 
or booth to sell items and talk 
to people. any venues don’t 
pay the artists at all, so artists 
will play for little or no money 
in exchange for exposure and 
the chance to sell items after 
they perform. ou don’t have 
to buy anything from them, but 
if you have the extra cash and 
enjoyed the work it wouldn’t 
hurt to show your support in 
that way. ost artists spend 
their own money funding 
their craft. Artists have to buy 
their own paint, canvases, and 

tools. usicians have to buy 
their equipment, pay their 
producers mixers musicians, 
and nowadays most of us have 
to pay to maintain a working 
website. our nancial support 
helps to offset the cost and, of 
course, boosts morale as well.

Kickstarter and atreon are 
also ways to support artists 
nancially. These are websites 

that allow you to contribute 
money to an artist’s project 
in exchange for rewards they 
create. For example, you may 
choose to donate  and 
receive the album when it is 
nished, or  and receive the 

album plus a thank-you in the 
album notes. Sometimes an 
artist cannot continue to create 

without nancial support, so 
any little bit will help fuel their 
creative passions. 

OFFER TO HELP Are you 
a writer for a local paper? Do 
you work in advertising? Do you 
know someone who might be 
able to use the artist’s services? 
Do you have family or friends 
who might be fans of the artist? 

lease let us know! f course, 
you aren’t obligated to do any 
of this and you shouldn’t feel 
like you have to offer, but if you 
enjoy the artist’s work and think 
you could help it is always much 
appreciated. This one de nitely 
requires the most work out of 
the list of options, but it can 
help the artist in more ways 
than one. 

If you are able to do even one 
of these for a local artist this 
month, I guarantee you’ll make 
a difference! elping others is 
a great way to feel better about 
yourself too, and you might turn 
that artist into a lifelong friend. 

ave an ama ing August and 
enjoy some art.

Mella is a session 
singer, songwriter and 
producer living in 
Nashville Tennessee. 
Also an animal 
lover, she has three 
dogs, a rabbit, and 

any number of foster animals in various 
shapes and sizes. She is the author of Way 
Less Cowbell, a book on communicating 
with session musicians. If you would like 
more information or to hire her onto your 
project, please visit www.mellamusic.com

them I like their work seems 
like a nightmare. Thanks to 
the internet, there are many 
other ways to interact with 
your local artists:

SOCIAL MEDIA ost 
artists are active on social 
media because people 
need to know about them in 
order to support their work. 
A lot of work goes into 
maintaining a social media 
presence, and interacting 
with artists can really show 
your appreciation. Simply 
following them on Twitter 
or Facebook is ne, but 
leaving a comment is even 
better. Artists often deal 

with internet trolls and negative 
people who actively try to bring 
them down. our positive, 
uplifting comments can make 
their day. 

If social media isn’t your 
thing, you can also send an 
email letting them know you 
appreciate their work. Snail mail 
also works  I once got a card 
mailed to a venue I played at, 
and they sent it to my home. It 
was such a surprise and so nice 
to know that someone enjoyed 
my work enough to take the 
time to write. 

It’s important to mention that 
artists may not always get back 
to you. Depending on how 
many emails they receive and 
how actively they check, they 
may not have time to respond. 
I don’t even read comments on 
my ouTube channel because 
I just don’t want to deal with 
negativity, so if anyone ever 
left me something nice there 
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